Pitfalls and pratfalls in consultation-liaison psychiatry in a general hospital.
As Consultation-Liaison Services continue to develop and expand in general hospitals, psychiatrists must be aware of pitfalls and pratfalls inherent in dealing with medical colleagues and other allied health professionals, as well as with the patients. Practical considerations in answering consultation requests are discussed with respect to "hidden agendas" of the consultee, role and expectations of the psychiatrist, and problem referrals. It is only through mutual respect and collaboration that Consultation-Liaison Services can truly be effective.